City of Rossford
Finance and Insurance (F&I) Committee
September 25, 2017 Meeting Minutes

The F & I committee meeting was called to order at 6:00pm on September 25, 2017. councilmen Joseph
Minarcin, Jr., Larry Oberdorf and Robert Ruse were in attendance. Also in attendance was Finance Director,
Karen Freeman.
NEW BUSINESS
The exhibit showing the rates and amounts to be raised by Rossford levies was distributed
(Resolution 2017-15). Ms. Freeman noted that there were no changes this year, as there are no new levies.
The rates and amounts are correct and the Committee recommends that the resolution be passed by
Council tonight to respond to the Wood County Auditor’s office by the deadline.
Ordinance 2017-56 is being proposed to add $400.00 to the purchase price of the lift/bucket truck
from Altec Nueco. The purchase price in Ordinance 2017-54 was incorrect.
Ordinance 2017-57 summarizes budget amendments passed by City Council through early
September. The exhibits show the impact on the 2017 budget in total, and it is best practice to submit
amended budgets during the fiscal year to the Wood County Auditor for certification.
Ordinance 2017-58 is the final legislative step in issuing and selling 10-year TIF Revenue Bonds to
cover the cost of construction of roadways and infrastructure for access to the Harmon Business Park in the
Crossroads. A purchaser for the bonds has been identified and the interest rate for the bonds will be 3.17%.
Next on the agenda was discussion of the draft 2018 fiscal year budget. Ms. Freeman reviewed
assumptions in the budget, capital assets and capital improvement projects that are included. Projects
included in the draft budget include painting City Council chambers, replacing the salt barn at the Wales
Rd. facility, and demolition of the house on the Wales Rd. property. Members of the Finance Committee
requested that the City look at moving two of the Wales Rd. property projects forward into 2017:


replacement of the salt barn in 2017 because of its condition, and



demolishing the home.

Currently the City has only a quote from 1 vendor for demolishing the properties at 1200 Dixie Hwy. and
Wales Rd. The cost is higher than budgeted this year, causing the Wales Rd home to be moved to 2018 for
budget purposes. The committee recommended that additional quotes be obtained (if not already in
process) and that the impact of using the properties for fire department training prior to demolition be
evaluated. There was also concern that painting was the only improvement being budgeted for Council
Chambers. Members requested that the facilities committee review the need to update the chambers as to
whether additional monies should be considered for improvements in 2018.

A copy of the August Financial Statements was given to members of the committee, and it was
noted that the negative cash flow for the month was due to processing several budgeted fund transfers in
August, instead of waiting until December.
Mr. Minarcin asked for an update on RITA activity.


2015 income tax collections were $3,613,.342 and $4,135,455 in 2016, an increase of 14.45



In 2016, 1,319 letters were mailed to delinquent taxpayers, after which 869 subpoenas were
issued to those who did not respond to the letters. This program identified $185,483 in
delinquent taxes of which $74,834 (40%) has been collected at a cost to the City of $6,936.



RITA filed 33 lawsuits representing $77,508 in taxpayer liabilities due Rossford and collected
$49,900 (64%) of this at a cost of $5,241.50. It’s anticipated that the remaining amount will be
collected via payment plans and garnishment procedures.



RITA’s Federal Tax Information Department identified $86,339 in taxpayer liabilities of which
50% has been collected.



It’s expected that refunds due to Rossford residents from the 2016 credit reduction will be
completed by the end of September along with all other refunds.

Committee members also remarked on the Council meeting documents provided before each
meeting. It was recommended that Council receive 1 pdf file with all supporting documentation to simplify
preparation for the meetings.
OLD BUSINESS
The project to replace 500 street light bulbs with LEDs is currently with the Public Works
Committee. This Committee will identify the streets or areas to be addressed first. Then the project will be
turned over to city administration for implementation.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 6:50pm.

Councilman Joseph Minarcin, Jr.
Chairperson / Recorder

