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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS  
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING  

6:30pm  
Held February 7, 2022  

The meeting was held at the Rossford Recreation Center.  

ROLL CALL: Heban, Reynolds, Toth, Eckel, and Ruse all present. Mr. Heban moved and Mrs. Eckel  
seconded the motion to excuse Mr. Oberdorf. All ayes. Motion carried. Mr. Heban moved and Mrs. Eckel 
seconded the motion to excuse Mr. Marquette. All ayes. Motion carried.  

Mrs. Eckel stated the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the vacant Eagle Point and Indian Hills 
school sites. She said the city had filed an application for a grant with the state to raze the Eagle Point 
school on January 31st to which they expect an answer within a month and if awarded council would have 
to decide whether to accept or not. Prior to that she is looking for community input on the Eagle Point 
site. 
City Administrator Murray said the city has submitted an application to the Ohio Department of 
Development for the demolition of Eagle Point school asking for $500,000 based on early estimates for 
demolition and remediation of the site. She said unlike other Brownfield grants the application for funds 
is not ties to any end use of the site.  
Economic Development Director Audet said that there is asbestos and mercury in the building that would 
have to be abated regardless of what happens to the building.  
Mrs. Eckel asked for any council comments and seeing none went out to the audience for comments on 
the Eagle Point site. 
  
Audience Remarks 
Kevin Weaks, 102 Hidden Cove said he has looked at the pros and cons and is in full support of the 
demolition of both school sites whether the city receives a grant or not. He said demolition would create 
an open canvas for the sites and said Rossford has a need for housing stock for seniors/empty-nesters and 
for families looking for 2000sq.ft. housing stock at a certain price point. He cited the human capital that 
we are losing to Perrysburg because of the lack of housing inventory. He said repurposing the building 
does not solve anything and would take a long time and that it is not good for these buildings to sit there 
lifeless.  
Shawn Steckenfinger, 333 Hillside read a written presentation (see copy) offering to buy a portion of the 
Eagle Point property adjacent to his property. 
Bill Verbosky, 317 Eagle Point said he went through the vacant Eagle Point building and he cannot see 
anyone coming in to renovate based on cost, asbestos, outdated piping, and room size. He cannot see this 
site used for housing due to the lot layout and envisions this as a park, open space, or T-ball field. He 
would like to see the Indian Hills site used for senior assisted living or some kind of housing keeping in 
mind the historical limitations and suggested contacting a non-profit to see if they have any need to utilize 
the existing building.  
 
Mrs. Eckel indicated that prior to the COVID shutdown some ladies had indicated an interest in creating 
an artist colony at the Eagle Point school but one of the problems was no sprinkler system which would 
be very expensive. She said the need for fire suppression and asbestos removal is a lot of work to 
repurpose the building.  
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Mr. Ruse said that summed it up well and that the expense to renovate is very high. He said we only 
received one response to our RFQ and that while he is all for renovation of old buildings this location (not 
adjacent to a market center) does not warrant the expense and would be very difficult.  
Ms. Reynolds thinks it is important to reflect on the accessibility of the property and that if renovated 
would have to be ADA compliant which would be very expensive. She said it is important to recognize 
that the amount of energy and cost to renovate this building has been examined.  
 
INDIAN HILLS 
Mrs. Eckel then asked Mr. Audet to update the members and audience on the Indian Hills site.  
Mr. Audet said that site fall under the National Historic Preservation Act and is a 39-acre site that the 
State of Ohio says has the second highest concentration of Indian burial artifacts in Ohio. He said a 106 
study of the site is ongoing as required by the federal government under the Act and that at this time they 
are waiting for the weather to break so that an archeological dig can continue in a couple of locations. He 
said he would expect that a fair amount of the site will probably be protected. In response to a question 
from Mrs. Eckel he said that there may be financial help from the state for any educational pursuit for the 
historic site.  
 
Louis Bauer, 271 Margaret Place, Perrysburg asked if there was any likelihood that walking trails could 
be part of the site and Mr. Audet responded that any use has to be coordinated with the Indian tribes. He 
also questioned if the potential demolition of Indian Hills would be contingent of the study and was told 
yes. He asked what is the status of the repurposing of Indian Hills and Mrs. Eckel said council has not 
looked at, that there was no response to the RFQ, and that the city is waiting on the 106 study to be 
completed. 
Kevin Weaks, 102 Indian Cove asked why this was not part of the building of Indian Hills school and Mr. 
Audet said that they did their due diligence then but it was not as extensive as what is required today.  
Judy Sikorski, 411 Superior thinks Indian Hills has the potential to be something but that the museum that 
had been interested in the building about a year ago is no longer interested as they are up for sale. She 
thinks this has the potential to be an art center that also could house historic artifacts from Rossford and 
she would hate to see it bulldozed down. She noted that it would take less money to preserve Indian Hills 
that it would Eagle Point. 
Erin Crawford, 544 Bruns thinks that the school spent some money several years ago doing a study on the 
Indian Hills site. Mrs. Eckel said we would ask the school to check and provide us with that report.  
 
Mr. Ruse said the school sits on 13 acres now and it is possible that after the study some more acreage 
could be useable. 
 
Mrs. Eckel said tonight is just the first step and there a lot of things to consider before the city decides 
what to do with the sites.  
 
Mr. Ruse moved and Ms. Reynolds seconded the motion to adjourn. All ayes. Motion carried 

 

________________________________    ______________________________ 
Caroline Zuchowski-Eckel     Robert P. Watrol 
Chairman       Clerk of Council 
 


